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CHAPTER ONE BRIAR & ROSE 


IS A THING OF 
GREAT 
DELTcacy, 
“SS — 


BRIAR & ROSE 


“We cHose xm, GUEEN 
oF THE i Mexepee,: ae Os" 


i 
FOUGHT WITH THEIR 
\ QUEEN, THEY CRASHED BACK 


iv ie % , 


ON AND ON THE BATTLE WAGED, 
WITH MANY VaLTANT 


DRAGONS LOSING 
. THEIR LIVES. 


BRIAR & ROSE 


BUT FOR 

THE GOOD 

OF THE WORLD 
AND TO DESTROY 
THETR ENEMY... 


. -THEY TURNED THETR QUEEN INTO STONE-—- 


eee ae 


SUNS THE LORD OF LOCUSTS 


SS FOREVER. 
—— 
_= Me - 
ant 


AND THAT IS HOW THE 
VALLEY WAS GORN-—- 


Rose! 
ARE You 
PAYING 

ATTENTION? 


WHY ARE YOU 
ALWAYS PICKING 
ON Me? 


YOU WERE 
LETTING YOUR 
MIND WANDER 
AGATN, ROSE. 


YOU MUST 
LEARN TO FOCUS. 
THIS IS NOT TUST A 
HISTORY LESSON..THIS 
IS AN EXERCISE TO 
BUTLD AWARENESS IN 
YOUR DREAMS. 


WHY DON’T 
YOU PICK ON 
GRTAR FOR 
A CHANGE? 


T.1’7M SORRY, 
BRIAR. YOU KNOW 
I OTON’T Mean 


eS 


BRIAR DOES 
NOT HAVE THE 

GIFT THAT 
YOU HAVE. 


HER DREAMING 
€v€ TS BLIND, 
YOU KNOW 
THAT. 


BRIAR & ROSE 


NOW PLease // THe TWO 
BE SEATED, PRINCESS. OF YOU MUST BE 
THESE LESSONS ARE KNOWLEDGEABLE 


» VERY IMPORTANT... ves, IN DREAMING 
TEACHER. 


I THOUGHT YOU 
CHOOSING BETWEEN WEREN’T COMING 
OUR TWO LITTLE GACK UNTIL 
MOTHER! 
GIRES. FaTtHer! 


YOUR 
MATESTIES! 
Twas NOT 
TOLD YOU WERE 
COMING—— 
THE PRINCESSES 
HAVE NOT 
FINISHED 
THETR 
MEDITATIONS. 


We COULDN'T 
stay aWwAY 
FROM OUR 


THE HEADMASTER 
HAS ASKED FOR YOU 
AND GRIAR TO Leave 
FOR OLD MAN’S CAVE 
TOMORROW TO BEGIN 
TRAINING FOR YOUR 

FINAL TEST. 


AREN'T YOU EXCITED? 
WE ARE GOING TO TAKE A TOURNEY TO 
THE NORTHERN END OF THE VALLEY! 
IT’S SO GEQAUTIFUL THIS TIME OF YEAR. 


We’RE GOING TO 
OLD MAN’S Cave 
TOMORROW? 
GARTAR-- 
DID YOU HEAR 
THAT? 


WHY ARE WE 
GOTNG? 


~ 
— 
~ 
~ 
~ | 


We AREN'T 
SUPPOSED TO 
TAKE OUR FINAL 
TEST UNTIL WE 
ARE OLDER. 


HEADMASTER 
FEELS YOU 
TWO ARE READY. 
THE CAPTAIN 
OF THE GUARD 
WILL ACCOMPANY 
YOU AT DAWN. 


THERE TIS NO HOPE. 
TAKING THE TEST 


DO NOT 
PATRONIZE ME, 


BRIAR, HOW 
CAN YOU saY 

SUCH A THING? 
T’mM SURE YOUR 
DREAMING €ve 
WILL OPEN--—- 


IF I must, 
I WILL GE 
READY TO 
LEAVE AT 
DAWN. 


CHAPTER TWO 


GREAT 
RED DRAGON! 
THANK YOU FOR 
COMING! 


THEY ARE SO YOUNG. 
I HOPE WE ARE NOT EXPECTING 
TOO MUCH FROM THEM. 


THEY ARE OLD 
ENOUGH. THEY 
ARE OF THE AGE 
OF THE 
TURNING. 


OUR BRIGHTEST HOPE 


SENT FOR. PREPARATIONS 
ARE BEING MADE FOR 
THETR ARRIVAL. 


TRUE. 

AND PRINCESS 
ROSE SHOWS SUCH 
POTENTIAL. 
IAM TOLD SHE 
SENSES DANGER 
LIKE SHE HAD 
€ves IN 
THE BACK OF 
HER HEAD. 


SHE IS A GOOD 
PERSON. KIND. 
BUT SHE DOES 
NOT YET HEAR 


OUR BRIGHTEST HOPE 


HER TEACHERS \\ ~ 
We WILL Y 
TELL ME SHE LACKS HAVE TO WAIT HEADMASTER, 


FOCUS. BUT COMPARED = an AFRAID 
TO HER OLDER ero aan Have mone 
SISTER, ROSE IS : News OF 
STILL OUR BALSAAD. 
BRIGHTEST wa | 


THE 
RIVER 
DRAGON? 


WE DON’T KNOW YET. 
HE MAY BE RESPONDING 
TO A NEW REGISTER 

In THe HUM. 


WARNED US 
HE WAS RESTLESS 
AND UNHAPPY. 


HE TS MISSING. 
We FEAR HE mar 


Has THE HAVE GONE ROGUE. WE ARE SEARCHING 
SITUATION FOR HIM NOW 
WORSENED? : 


OH, DEAR. 
I HOPE WE HAVE 
MADE THE RIGHT DECISION 
BRINGING THOSE TWO YOUNG 
PRINCESSES ALL THIS WAY 
TO OLD MAN’S CAVE... 


BUT 
SHOULD EITHER 
OF THE GIRLS REACH 
THE TURNING POINT 
UNDER THE CURRENT 
CIRCUMSTANCES, 
IT WILL GE BEST THAT 
THEY DO IT HERE, 
UNDER OUR 
care. 


GOOD NIGHT, 
HEADMASTER. 


GOOD NIGHT, 
GREAT RED 
DRAGON. 


ROSE 


ROSE, WILL YOU 
PLEASE HURRY UP? 
YOUR SISTER HAS 

BEEN WALTING! 


PRINCESS ROSE, 
ARE YOU ACADY 
TO START? 


UGH. DO You YY 
HAVE TO BRING 


BAGS EVERYWHERE 
YOU GO? { 


= 12.2 


OUR BRIGHTEST HOPE 


= 


Ga 
A) 
GF) 


Ne ao 
taf 


= 


THIS GITCHY 
FEELING 


I Get 
SOMETIMES. 


GOOD-BYE, MOTHER! 
GOOD-GBYE, FATHER! 


y GOOD-GYE, ROSE! 
TAKE CARE OF YOUR 
SISTER! BOTH OF YOU 
BE CAREFUL! 
We LOVE You! 


TUST BECAUSE IT’S WINTER 
DOESN’ T MEAN YOU CAN’ T 
LOOK AROUND AND ENTOY 


ISn’T THIS 
WONDERFUL, 
BRTAR? 
I Love 
BEING 


\ / 
- W4 ; 
WHY SHOULD T? aLL see \ [ HAVING ONE OF YOUR 
ARE Empty, DEAD TREES. A PRECIOUS LITTLE FITS? 
* Ze = i YES! OOH! 


= 
iv 
€ 
A ‘| WG THERE IT 
N DN r ¢Z Jj mi\- — \ IS aGATN! 
= F ’ 


y 
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OUR BRIGHTEST HOPE 


ONE--—- T--- THINK 
TI’D GETTER GO 
TELL THE CAPTAIN 

OF THE GUARD. 4 


BY ALL Means. 
I DON’T KNOW HOW 
THE REST OF US WOULD 
EVER MANAGE WITHOUT 
THE HELP OF YOUR 
SPECIAL DREAMING 
TALENTS. Fa, 


CAPTAEE \ /  amr. YOUR DOGS 
I Have THAT 5 
ee DON’T Seem TO Sense 
ANYTHING OUT OF 
THE ORDINARY. 


THAN BEFORE! 
I FEAR THERE 


<a may be 
\ DANGER 
Ss 


y 


RS 


= NEaRoy. 
——4 
\—=4 


Seb) 
<2) 


x 


a ( 
. y: 


BS 


THE GITCHY 
FEELING OF TEN 
WARNS Me OF DANGER 
LONG BEFORE EUCLID 
OR CLEO SENSE 
ANY THING--— 


SPEAK WITH THE ¥& 
VENT-YAN GUARDS. 
stay close To 6p 
YOUR SISTER. 
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~~ THE PRINCESS ROSE 
IS WARNING US OF DANGER 

NEARLY. DO EITHER 
OF YOU SENSE ANYTHING? 


POSSIGLY. 
WE SHOULD BE THERE TS 
WATCHFUL. ANOTHER DANGER... 
THE HATRY MEN. 


PRINCESS ROSE 
IS KNOWN FOR 
HER SKILLS IN 

PRESCTIENCE. 


HATRY MEN? 
YOU MEAN THE RAT CREATURES? 
WHAT WOULD THEY GE DOTNG 
THIS FAR NORTH? 


CONSIDERED A 
MATTER FOR THE 
VENT-YAN ORDER. 
THE HEADMASTER 


THE SITUATION. 


THE HATRY MEN 
MAY BE RESPONDING TO 
A MINOR FLUCTUATION 

IN THE CARTH’S 

HUM. TT SHOULD 

NOT AFFECT 
US, OR OUR 
PROGRESS. 


IF THERE'S ANYTHING 
ELSE THE “ORDER* KNOWS 
THAT MIGHT AFFECT 
THE SAFETY OF OUR 
PRINCESSES, I EXPECT TO BE 
INFORMED IMMEDIATELY. 
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OUR BRIGHTEST HOPE 


Vat 
eee 


AW 


wy 


5 
: 
iz] 
L2G 
6 
DISD 

AS 
j 


== 
. 


PTY caetarn UL 


BARKi=) 


“AS =} : 
. Dy 


BAR 


K/ 


ie 


i mf 
SCARED. aN YK 
(ley ny 


OUR BRIGHTEST HOPE 


OH--T’M SORRY, 
CAPTAIN-—- I DIDN'T mean 


TO BE FORWARD. 
HATRY MAN THEYRE 


WAS ALONE-—— TUST GOING 


LIEUTENANT, GO , E > 
AFTER THE BEAST, \ f 
AND BE SURE IT q 


DOESN’ T CIACLE 


\S 
AN) 
q THANK YOU, 


FI 
[iy I 


CHAPTER THREE THE ICE QUEEN 


OH, PRINCESS ROSE! THANK YOU, 
WHAT AN HONOR YOU GOOD WOMAN. 
CHOSE TO REST MY SISTER, THE 
AT OUR HUMGLE PRINCESS BRIAR, 
AND IT ARE FAR 


HOSPITALITY 
Is most 
APPRECIATED. 
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ROSE 


DO YOU RECOGNIZE 
THIS PLACE, YOUR MATESTY? 
YOU STOPPED HERE ONCE LITTLE CHILD! 
EVERYONE 


BEFORE WHEN YOU WeRe a 
LITTLE GIRL. Loven You—— 
DN You Were 
2 ‘) a ; ALL We 


YOU WERe 
SUCH A HAPPY 


: WHY, YES, 

x) A NOW THAT YOU 

fe] ENTION IT. YouR 

a FARM DOES LOOK 
Fanirrrarn. 


IT GELTEvVEe mY 
SISTER, BRIAR, WAS 
ALSO HERE AT 
THAT TIME... 


OH, YES OF COURSE! 
LITTLE PRINCESS 
BRIAR WANTED TO 
SIT INDOORS BUT 
YOU FORCED HER 
TO PLAY OUT TN 
THE COW BARN! 


| / THE COW BARN! 
bf On, Yes! IT HAD A 
fl WONDERFUL LOFT! 
BA xr Remencer rT 


OH, LUCTUS—— 
I Mean captarn! 
WOULD IT GE ALL RIGHT 
IF I WENT OUT TO 
THE COW GARN? 


CHECKED TT 
OUT YET. 


OH, DON’T GE 
SUCH A STUFFED 
SHIRT. IT’S TUST AN 
OLD COW BARN. WHAT 
COULD HAPPEN? 


BRIAR AND T . I aM YOURS 
PLAYED THERE TO commann, 
AS CHILDREN. my LADY. 
L’D Love TO 
See IT 4 PERHAPS IF 
AGATN... ISENT A 
AND I DO GUARD 
LOVE COWS. Rs . 
IT'LL BE sare! 


YOUR 
SAFETY 

Is my FIRST 
PRIORITY... 


I can’t ( 
TAKE ANY 
CHANCES. 
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THE ICE QUEEN 


WELL, YOU COME WITH Me THEN-— 
HOW ABOUT THAT? IT COULDN'T 
Be SAFER, COULD T? 


a--patncess \ . ’ 
saran! ane you f ESCORT PRINCESS ROSE /— 
TO THE BARN. 


DEAR. THE GARN TS 
RIGHT OVER HERE. 
YOU'LL BE QUITE SAFE-— 
YOU'LL S€€ IT 
HASN’T HARDLY 
CHANGED 

AT at! 


23% 


VERY GOOD. 
LEAD ON, 
LIEUTENANT. 


CAPTAIN! We 
ARE APPROACHING 


ESCORT US IN. 


THE CAVE. AN HONOR 
GUARD AWATTS TO r q 


THE ICE QUEEN 


HoT FAR. 
taint In Fact, IT x5 
Tete ace JUST IN FRONT 


SO BEAUTIFUL! 
IT’S MORE 
WONDERFUL 
THAN T 
. REMEMBERED! 
: > 
WITH YOUR LEAVE, THE HEADMASTER REQUESTS 
TWILL TNFORM THAT YOU DON YOUR HOODS. 
THE HEADMASTER LESSONS BEGIN [ 
THAT YOU HAVE IMMEDIATELY. 
ARRIVED. : 
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CHAPTER FOUR 


WE ASK, TEACH 


LIFe IS 
FLEETING... 
THE WORLD TS 
JUST A DREAM. 


IT IS SAID THAT A 
WUMAN LIFE IS MUCH LIKE 
A SPARROW FLYING FROM 

WINTER DARKNESS INTO 
A LIGHTED HALL-— 
INTO THE WARMTH 

FoR A MomentT—-— 


—--THEN 
OUT Once 
MORE INTO 
THE 
NIGHT. 


WITH YOUR DREAMING EVE 
YOU MUST LEARN TO SEE 
BEYOND THE LIGHTED 
HALL OF YOUR GETING... 


.. OUT 
INTO THE 
LARGER, 
COLDER, 
MOONMLIT 
WORLD 
OF THE 
DREAMING. g 


ONCE YOU 
CAN SEE ALL 
THINGS AT 

ONCE, 

YOU WILL 

BECOME 

ONE WITH 

CREATION. 


Itima 


you MATTER OF 


HAVE A 
QUESTION, 
PRINCESS 
GRIAR? 


IT Have 
DIFFICULTY 
BELTEVING 

THAT ANYONE 
can see 
EVERYTHING 

ALL AT 

One TIME. 


PERSPECTIVE. 


PRETEND THE 
LINE THAT Tam 


TRACING IN THE SAND 


IS A MIGHTY 
RIVER. 


ROSE 


WHEN YOU STAND 
ON THE SHORE, 
ALL YOU SEE IS THE 
RIVERBANK... 


BUT FROM THE 
HEIGHT OF A SPARROW, 
YOU CAN SEE THE 
COURSE OF THE 
ENTIRE ATVER. 


ENOUGH, HeEaDMasTeR! eats 
DEMAND TO KNOW Peed pein 
WHY We WERE BROUGHT TO FOR OUR FINAL 
THIS WILDERNESS IN THE 
MIDST OF WINTER? fm Tests. We nay 
BE PRINCESSES, 
‘ BUT We 
MUST SPEAK Sopdet 
WET RESeec ts HeapmasTteR? 
TO THE HeaD- | elaine 
master! ts iS 
HIDING 
SOMETHING? 


HE TS HIDING SOMETHING 
FROM US, MY SISTER. APPARENTLY 
YOUR DREAMING EYE CANNOT 
SAVE YOU FROM YOUR 
OWN NATVETE. 


- , THE REASON 
IT rs : Be a 6FOR THE SECRECY 
TRUE. Se WAS FOR YOUR 
THERE IS o- SAFETY. PLEASE 
SOMETHING = FORGIVE me. 
MORE TO 
TELL YOU... 
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WE ASK, TEACH 


uk ‘4 .- AND YET, WE KNOW 
an as YOU KNOW cal THE ANCIENT LORD STILL 
enor Pio : LIVES. We CAN HEAR HIN 
if Dr Ce cl onenT CRYING OUT. 
a 2»: ENEMY, THE LORD Y a 
5 OF THE LOCUSTS, 
WAS TRAPPED INSIDE 
THE DYING QUEEN OF 
THE DRAGONS WHEN 
SHE WAS TURNED 
TO stone. 


AT NIGHT, THIS IS THE 
WHEN THE HUM MATIN DUTY OF THE 
OF THE EARTH DISCIPLES OF VENU..TO 

IS STILL, We RES LISTEN TO THE SOUNDS 
LISTEN TO HIM. 2 i OF THE EARTH... 
: , EVEN THE 
UNPLEASANT ONES. 


TO BE FREE OF THE STONE. 
HE IS SEARCHING FOR SOMEONE 
WHO CAN RELEASE HIM. 


THE OMENS SHOW THAT FaTEe 
IS LEADING HIS EMANCIPATOR 
EVER CLOSER-— 


NONSENSE! 
THERE IS NO 
SUCH THING AS 

Fate! 


AND SUCH 

A PERSON 
MAY NOW WALK 

AMONG US. 


BRIAR! 


29 - 


DREAMS AND OMENS GRIAR, YOU MAY ALLOW YOURSELF TO GE 
DO NOT RULE PLease! IT ISA MANIPULATED, BUT T WILL NO 
MY DESTINY, GREACH OF THE 

Rose! HIGHEST PROTOCOL 
TO REMOVE YOUR 

HOOD TNSTDE 

OLD man’s 


\\ 


—_ | 
hi | ‘end 


WELL, HELLO, ‘ 
LITTLE ONE. 
WHAT DO YOU 
WANT? 4 JUST TO 
WARM YOURSELF 
BY OUR FIRE 
Fora 
MOMENT? 


WE ASK, TEACH 


Yes! I’M DREAMING! 
THAT MEANS T 
SHOULD SEARCH 

FOR THE KEY--—- 


Sas 4 7twIS 1s 
( Rn ZA, A DREan! 
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ROSE 


—--THERE IT TS! 
A SPARROW! 


TO FOCUS ON-- 
WE’LL KNOW IT 


NOW IF I FOCUS 
. os tsi ee ON THE BIRD, SHE AND 
KIM: EVERYTHING AROUND HER 
HEADMASTER ABOUT WILL BECOME MORE SOLID 
A SPARROW! AND I WILL BE ABLE TO 
CONTROL THE DREAM! 
IT’S WHAT I’M LEARNING 4 
IN MEDITATION. 


q 
i : 


iy 
A, 
a4 LMA 


a 
) 
4 

1) 


TEACHERS--—-*% 
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WE ASK, TEACH 


I WANT TO 
CHECK SOMETHING 
OUT OVER HERE! 


»" 


IT’s asTREAMN 
FLOWING OVER 


Grass! _« \ 9) ar Ie ‘ “~ 
ae \ - \ I HEARD 
\ k = . SOMETHING! 
Wr: 
i) KR 


T pROMTSE 
T’Lt GO BACK 
AND FOCUS ON 
THE SPARROW-—- 
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GH, PLease! 

I BEG You! 
PULL ME OUT OF 
THE WATER! mY 

TAIL IS STUCK 
AND IF THE 
RIVER RISES, 

I WILL 


WE CAN’T LET 
HIM DROWN! 


- 34 - 


PRINCESS ROSE! 
= FOLLOW me! 
PY WE MUST HURRY! 


DON’T YOU HEAR IT? 
We HAVE TO 
GO upsTREeaM! 
FOLLOW Me! 


WE ASK, 


BUT ECVERYONE IS 
GOING! EVEN YOUR 
SISTER, GRIAR! THE 
PRINCESS BRIAR IS 

ALREADY THERE! 


IT IS THE SOURCE 
OF THE DREAMING! 


yes! HURRY! 
EVERYONE TS 


BUT BRIAR 
mar GE IN 
DANGER! 


-35- 


see-—— 


\ 
\ 
B 
wn 
a ¢ 
Ke 
8 


I CAN GARELY 


WE ASK, TEACH 


IT WAS AWFUL. 
MOTHER AND FATHER WERE ALL 
COVERED BY LOCUSTS. . . 
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CHAPTER FIVE 


GOOD DOGS! 
YOU WATTED 
RIGHT WHERE 
I Sato! 
YOU'RE 
Gack! 


Yes! YES! DID 


YOU BRING US | 


A PRIZE? 


y. 
MUR 


may 


IT 


DID YOU BRING 
ANYTHING FOR 


Se 
ro 


<d , 
‘ DRAGON! 
; y 
aS a 


_——_ 
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TURN BACK 


OF COURSE NOT. 
BUT THE 
HEADMASTER’S 
INSTRUCTIONS WERE 
QUITE CLEAR. YOU 
ARE SUPPOSED TO BE 
IN MEDITATION 

’ RIGHT NOW. 


HOW DID YOU 


TWAS JUST TRYING 
TO FIND SOME HONEY! 
K I DON’T KNOW WHY 
IT’S SO HARD TO 
FIND GOOD 
HONEY HERE 
IN THE NORTH. 


ALL RIGHT, YOU OLD THING! 
TLL GO TO THE MEDITATION-— 
BUT T’M NOT GOLTNG TO PAY 
ATTENTION! 


THAT PART WILL TAKE 
CARE OF ITSELF. TUST TRY 
NOT TO GET DISTRACTED ON 

THE WaY THERE. 


SOMETINES IT THINK 
YOU ARE YOUR OWN WORST 
~\ ENEMY, ROSE. NOW PUT YOUR 
‘ CROWN AND ROBES 
BACK ON. 


WALTING FOR YOU 
AT OLD MAN’S 
Cave. 


THE BEES UP HERE ARE 
TOO BIG AND mean FOR 
THE VILLAGERS, YOU KNOW THAT. 
I GUESS YOUR FARMERS DOWN 
IN ATHETA ARE TUST A 
LITTLE GIT STURDTER. 
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I’M BEGINNING TO 
WONDER IF THE ICE QUEEN 
ISN’T RIGHT. WHY DID YouR 

MOTHER AND FATHER SEND US 
ON THIS CRAZY ADVENTURE 
IN THE FIRST PLACE? 


ROSE 


YES, BUT COULDA’ T 
WE HAVE DONE IT IN 
ATHETA INSTEAD OF 

THIS BACKWARD 


OLD MAN’s CAVE 
IS THE SANCTUARY 
OF THE DISCIPLES 
OF VENU. THIS IS 

WHERE T MUST 
Pass NY 
FINAL Test) 


MEMGER OF THE 
ROYAL FamtrLy, I 
MUST BE TRAINED TO 
LEAD THE DISCIPLES 
OF VENU AS WELL 


YS / ———— 
Z——™"s PU, A GOING INTO THE 
S) } - 


THAT PERSON 


MOUNTAINS! 


THAT LOOKS 
LIKE GRIAR! ISN’T SHE 
SUPPOSED TO BE IN YOUR 
CLASS WITH YOU? 


SHE’S DEFINITELY 
NOT GOING TO CLASS. 
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TURN BACK 


UH, OH! 
SHE’S SPOTTED 
SI 


IF We’RE GOING 
TO CATCH HER, WE 
HAVE TO DO 
IT Now! 
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> VARY) ANN Vi = 
1. 7 WA \ NUNN 
iy sNie 


JUST A SWARM OF = 


GRASSHOPPERS! 


THE DRAGON WAS RIGHT! 
SHE REALLY TS HER OWN 
WORST Enemy! 


IT must < 
HAVE BEEN 
A TRICK OF 


TURN BACK 


JUST OVER 
THIS RIDGE IS 
A SMALL STREAM 
FLOWING OVER 


AND IN THE 
STREAM WAS 


ay I KNOW! : 


THIS IS THE SAME 
MOUNTATNSIDE 
Fron my DREAM! 


PRINCESS 
ROSE... 


-45- 


DON’T YOU RECOG 
py LET TLE FRieno? 


TURN BACK 


{ HELP me! 
OH, PLEASE, WONT 
SOMEONE PULL 
Mé OUT OF 
THe WATER? 
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CHAPTER SIX BALSAAD 


are you 
Z youre 
STARTING \G THE LITTLE 
RIVER 
DRAGON 
THAT I 
RESCUED 
InN mY 
DREAM! 


THAT’S FUNNY, DON?T 
YOU THINK? 
RESCUING A ATVER 
DRAGON FROM A 

RIVER? 
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q 


UT HER Z 
Down! Le 
—— Ya 
I \_7 
|, 
8 


a 


iy 
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ROSE 


— WHAT POWER! 
GLORIOUS 


THE MASTER 
AND T WILL 
ENSLAVE 
YOUR 
PEOPLE, 
AND THERE 
IS NOTHING 
YOU Can 
DO ABOUT 
IT 


5D 


BALSAAD 
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BALSAAD 


I CURSE YOU, 
ROSE HARVESTAR! 
SUCH J I HATE YOU! 


XI HATE 
STRENGTH 7 You! 


In ONE 
SO SMALL... 
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mY HAND TS 
REATTACHING 
ITSELF! 


NEXT TIME, TLL CUT 


co YOUR HEAD OFF! 


away! 
DON’T 
EVER 
THREATEN 
MY DOGS 
AGAIN! 


BUT YOU HAVEN'T SEEN 
THE LAST OF ME, PRINCESS. 
I PROMTSE. 
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BALSAAD 


ry T’ve NEVER SEEN 
ier yay ANYTHING Move SO 
Fast In my LiFe! He’s HeanEeD 
TOWARD THE TOWN OF 
OAK BOT TOF 


come on! INSTEAD 
We’Vve GOT OF PREPARING 
TO WARN . FOR YOUR 
EVERYONE Z / FINAL 
AnD ‘ TEST, YOU 
TELL THE me ACCIDENTALLY 
HEADMASTER! SAS FREED AN EVIL 
\ RIVER DRAGON 
WHO’S OUT 
On A WILD 
RamPaGce? 


YOU GOTNG TO 
TELL HIM? 


DO YOU 
THINK 17m 
IN TROUGLE? 
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CHAPTER SEVEN THE WARNING 


BRIAR? WHAT ARE YOU 
DOING DOWN THERE IN WALTTING 
THE SHADOWS? FOR You! 


I WAS TN THE MOUNTATNS-— 
FOLLOWING 
YOU... 


Yj AY e, 
Uf, Xp 
4 x. WER 


THE HEADMASTER 
IS FURIOUS! 
He’s GEEN 
LOOKING 
FOR YOU ALL 


A LISTEN 
en? | TO ME, ROSE... 
oeen =n THe q > TUST BEFORE 
) Y , 
MOUNTAINS. J : : > _ &@ > YOU ARRIVED 


A RIDER came 

In FROM THE 
VILLAGE OF 

Ss oak BOTTOM. 


-.. HIS TOWN IS UNDER ATTACK 
BY A ROGUE DRAGON! f 
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THE WARNING 


WHAT’S 


WRONG? 
WHAT ARE 

YOU LOOK a i YOU . 
LIKe : NWN 4 TALKING 


YOU'VE 
Ss€En a 
GHOST! 


Yes, AND You 
WERE IM IT. 
I KNOW YOu 
DON’T BELTEVEe 


I HAD A DREAN 
THIS MORNING 
THAT IT SETA 


DRAGON FREE-- In DREaMms 
AND PROPHECIES, 
AND THIS No ay 
AFTERNOON THe DRAGON 
IT cane WITH mY 
TRUE! OWN eves! 


I FOUGHT WITH TT! Saasbatra: Rie 

IT THANKED ME FOR FREEING IT z ORtpEVelin Dade 
JUST BEFORE IT RAN OFF TOWARD \oe 

THE VILLAGE OF OAK BOTTOM! / EVERYONE ELSE 


ROSE, STOP. 
I oONn’T 
THINK YOU 


TRUST Me. 
IF YOU MENTION 

THAT DREAM, 
We’RE BOTH IN 
TROUCLE. 
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ROSE 


PRINCESS 
Rose! . 

PRINCESS 

BRIAR! 


OVER HERE, CAPTAIN! 
. I FOUND HER! 


OREAS ARE 
NocOoDY’s 
BUSINESS 
BUT YOUR 


OWN, My 
SISTER... 


THANK GOODNESS. 
I WAS VERY WORRTED 
ABOUT YOU. 


YES. NOW PLEASE COME 
WITH ME. THE HEADMASTER 


WANTS TO SEE YOU 
RIGHT away. 


CHAPTER EIGHT THE CAVE 


THE HEADMASTER IS 
WATTING FOR 
YOU. 


THE CAVE 


PLEASE 
ENTER THE 
CAVE, YOUR 

MATESTY. 


I can’t ENTER OLD man’s cave ff ; THe FIRE, 
WITHOUT mY HOOD! : * peemaray fon 


ROSE HARVESTAR. 


\ 


+ = 


THIS WAY, / 
YOUR 
HIGHNESS. 
\\) 
Vs) 
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We HAVE 
RECETVED VERY 
BAD TIDINGS 


A MEMBER OF 

THE RACE OF 

DRAGONS HAS 
GONE MAD. 


TO ME OF HAVING 
ANEW MASTER. 


A New THE ORAGONS HAVE LONG KNOWN THAT THE 
MASTER? IS SUDDENLY EMANCIPATOR WILL BE A CREATURE WITH 
a = Heavy, . A VERY POWERFUL DREAMING EYE. 
YOUR 


ENOUGH TO 
ENSLAVE EVEN ff 
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THE CAVE 


WHOEVER THIS CREATURE IS, IF IT SHOULD \ge ; WE MUST FIND THE 
JOIN THE STRENGTH OF ITS EYE WITH EMANCIPATOR, YOUR 
AN EYE AS POWERFUL AS A DRAGON’S 4 : HIGHNESS. IS THERE 

< “= ANYTHING €LSe YOU 4 


PA DREAM THAT HOLDS a \ 
CLUE, PERHAPS? 


-67- 


ROSE 


THANK YOU, 
YOUR HIGHNESS. 
YES, 
are you HEADMASTER. 


SURE? ¢ | sop ANY THING 
J | ELSE, PLEASE 
ALERT me 
IMMEDIATELY. 


Op 
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THE CAVE 


OH, BRTAR. 
I SHOULDN’T 
HAVE LIED. 


YOU TOLD THEM 
AGOUT THE 
ROGVE DRAGON. 


THAT’S ALL BUT YOU SHOULD HAVE SEEN THE 

THEY NEED WAY THE GREAT RED DRAGON 

TO KNOW. LOOKED AT ME. HE KNOWS 
THERE TS MORE. 


THe VERY WELL. BUT FIRST THING 
RED DRAGON IN THE MORNING IT an 
IS AN OLD GOING BACK TO TELL THE 
BUSYBODY. NOW YOU SHOULD HEADMASTER THE TRUTH. 
GET SOME SLEEP. “ 
YOU’VE HAD ENOUGH 
EXCITEMENT. 
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ROSE 


come In 
my Room. 
LET’S TALK. 


ROSE, WHEN OUR PARENTS FIRST cay "We BOTH 
SENT US HERE FOR OUR TESTS, T WAS DONTT, G&, STLLY. KNOW THAT 
PREPARED FOR THE COUNCIL TO CHOOSE | | 7 YOU'RE OLDER AND I CAN'T pass 


Ye Ss IN PRINCESS. y SMARTER THAN ME, : 
OU AS THE CROW R €! BRIAR. YOU KNOW THE TEST. 


THE COUNCIL WILL 
CHOOSE YOU TO 
BE OUR NEXT 
QUEEN. 


YOUR €VEn IF mY Eve Wene THAT’S WHY I FIND IT 
DREAMING OPEN, ROSE, YOU KNOW SO STRANGE THAT THE 
I’M NOT POPULAR. GREAT RED DRAGON 
NOT LIKE YOU. ACCUSED YOU OF 
BEING THE 
EmaANncrpator. 
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THE CAVE 


WHO ELSE COULD 
HE HAVE MEANT? 
MY DREAMING 

€Ye IS BLIND! 


HE PRACTICALLY 

ACCUSED YOU RIGHT 
THERE IN FRONT OF THE 
HEADMASTER. 


BRIAR --? 

He DIDN’T 

mean 
me! 


OTHER THAN 
THE DRAGONS 
THEMSELVES, YOU 
HAVE THE MOST 
POWERFUL €CYE 
IN THE KINGDOM. 


HE MADE IT SOUND 
LIKE YOU AND GALSAAD 
WERE PLANNING TO FREE 
THE LOCUST TOGETHER. 


BUT THEN, MAYBE | THAT WAS BEFORE T HEARD 
THAT WAS THE REASON WHAT THE RED DRAGON HAD 
YOU WERE SO QUICK TO SAY. ARE YOU THE 
TO LI€ AGOUT g , 
YOUR DREAM! 


ANSWER 
T’m NOT THE 


me, . 
my sister! |f EMANCIPATOR 


AND TLL 


TRY TO 
PROVE TT. 


ROSE 


BY STOPPING 
BALSAAD! 


WHAT ARE YOU GOING TO DO-- SNEAK OUT? 
THE VENT-YAN MASTERS WILL NEVER LET 


YOU GO IN THE MIDDLE OF THE NIGHT! 
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THE CAVE 


LUCIUS? 
WHAT are 
YOU DOTNG 


come INSIDE, 
QUICKLY. 


OH, IT’S 
f TERARIGLE! 
rs iP a! TERATOLE! 
SOMETHING > OW ” A DISASTER HAS 


ARE IN THE 
STABLES. 


YOUR HELP 
GETTING 


THEY ARE 
PREPARING 
TO RIDE 
FOR OAK 
SOTTOM. 


LISTEN, 
DARLING. 
YOU MUST HELP 
Me GET A HORSE 


YOU COULD 
TAKE MY 


FROM THE STABLES HORSE. HE 
WITHOUT IS STABLED 
BEING SEEN. SEPARATELY 

¥ FROM THE 


OTHERS. 


no 
One 
MUST KNOW 
WHERE T 
HAVE 
GONE. 
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THE CAVE 


ROSE HAS RUN OFF TO P SHE 
FIGHT THE ROGUE ‘ F can’t 


DRAGON BY HERSELF. ¥ a FIGHT 
(& f THAT 

MONSTER 

On HER 
Own! 


pon’T worry, princess! Sa 


MY MEN WILL FIND j @ 
YOUR SISTER. —-| ; 
c a 


= ~ 
ly % 7 


q 


CONFUSED-— 
FRIGHTENED. 
THE MEETING 

WITH THE 
HEADMASTER 
EMBARRASSED 


T’LL BRING 
HER BACK 
GEFORE 
ANYONE 
KNOWS SHE 
IS GONE. 


5 ARE ASKING me ‘ 
F TO DO, BARIAR-- / 
I CAN’ T-—-_ 
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ROSE 


PLEASE, 
MY LOVE, THIS 
IS IMPORTANT 
TO me. 


IF I can’t 
FIND ROSE, I WILL 
MEET YOU AND 
YOUR MEN AT THE 
STONE BRIDGE IN 


THE STROKE 
OF MIDNIGHT. 
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CHAPTER NINE INTO THE NIGHT... 


REALLY? 
LET’S GET 


OUT OF 
SOMETHING SIGHT! 


T 
COMING, 


A RAT 
cREeaTuRe! 


INTO THE NIGHT... 


CREATURES 


““CRINCH 


RUNCH CRUNCH 7 
CRNCH CAUNC fe NH Nes CRNCH- get 


INTO THE NIGHT... 
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x 4 - fay 
WeRe Rare! 


T’ve NEVER 
HEARD OF THE 
HATRY MEN MOVING 
IN SUCH LARGE GROUPS 
GErFoRe! 


WHERE COULD 
THEY POSSTGLY 
GE GOTNG? 


CREATURES 
DON’T BELONG 
IN THE 
VALLEY. 


SHOULD WE 
FOLLOW THEM? 


SOMEWHERE 
THEY’ RE 
Not 
SUPPOSED 
axed ~ 5 


NOT TONIGHT. TONIGHT We HAVE TO GO 
TO THE VILLAGE OF CAK BOTTOM 
AND STOP BALSAAD. 
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CHAPTER TEN THE MASTER CALLS 


WOMAN, TAKE YOUR 


' a 
hes ; 
n —— ; CHILDREN BacK TO 
RUN! THE MONSTER  aaeesmee ite THE 
IS ANGRY AGATN! DRAGON KILLS 
| ANYONE OUT IN fanny 
~ * = F 


ay 4 can’T THE 

- KING'S 
GUARDS DO 
ANY THING? 


THEY SAY THE 
DRAGON CAaNn’T 
GE HURT! 


THAT WHEN ITS 
LIMBS ARE CUT OFF, 
THE PIECES TOIN 

TOGETHER 


AGAIN! 


THE MASTER CALLS 


BACK, ny LITTLE 
PRISONERS! 


OF COURSE, I DID LET 
ONE RIDER GO TO 
OLD Man's cave FOR now, Im 
HELP, .. GOING TO 
Have TO 


DON'T TAY TO 

ESCAPE, OR TLL FIND 

YOU IN THE WOODS 
AND FRY YOUR 


WHY IS THE % LET’S GET THESE 
MONSTER ri CHILDREN INSIDE 
TOYING q GEFORE IT 

WITH Us? ( ) comes BACK. 


CHAPTER ELEVEN THE PACT 


} i / 
¥ Weighs 


YOU CALLED FOR 
Me, MASTER? 


sity OHA : 
af 
Wai Pi) 

y Wy ig ari. 


¥ 


rs IT 
TINE, THEN? 
WILL WE AT LAST 
PERFORM THE 
RITVAL AND FREE 
THE LOCUST? 
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THE PACT 


WHY NOT? 
THE NEW MOON 
WILL NOT LAST 

FOREVER, 
YOU KNOW. 


THERE WILL GE OTHER MOONS, : NOW RETURN TO OAK BOTTOM. THE 
BALSAAD. LIVE ALITTLE -— =a PRINCESS ROSE IS ON HER WaY 
BEFORE WE BECOME THERE WITH HER 
TMMOR TAL. TWO DOGS. 


LET THEM EScaPpEe 
THIS TIME! 


YOU MUST LIE IN WALT AT THE 
STONE BRIDGE IN CONKLE’S HOLLOW... 
AT NIDNIGHT, AN ARMY OF MEN 

WILL DRAW NEAR... 


ATTACK 
THem! 


IF We 
JOIN YOU 
IN YOUR 
WAR 
AGAINST 
THE 
HUMAN 
KINGDO?r, 
WHAT WILL 
YOU GRANT 
us In 
RETURK? 


.. I S€€ YOU HAVE 


DECIDED TO ANSWER 
THE MASTER’S CALL. 


YESS... 


WE ANSWERED... 


WHAT IS YOUR 
BIDDING? 


THE PACT 


KILL THE 
HUMANS 
FoR You! 


BECAUSE 
I WANT THEM 
ALL DEAD. 


CHAPTER TWELVE FROZEN 


AnD We've Y 
HIT ANOTHER ) 


FROZEN 


WHERE DO 
YOU THINK 
YOU ARE 
GOING? 


GREAT RED 


DRAGON! 


DON’T 
YOU THINK 
THAT IS A 
TASK BETTER 
LEFT TO THE 
HIGH COUNCTL 
OF DRAGONS? 


OR THE 
VENT-YAN 
WARRIORS? 


ROSE 


/ DEALING WITH 
A ROGUE DRAGON 
IS DANGEROUS 
AND DELICATE 
WORK, EVEN FOR 
OTHER DRAGONS, 


THE PEOPLE OF OAK BOTTOM 
CAN’ T WALT FOR COUNCILS! 


LET ALONE 
UNTESTED 
PRINCESSES. 


THERE MUST GE 
SOME OTHER REASON 
YOU FEEL THE NEED 
TO RUSH OFF AND 

FIGHT GALSAAD BY 
YOURSELF. 


MISTRESS? 


IS THE DO YOU Want l = 
DRAGON US TO CHASE , ( 
UPSETTING > —S~ 
YOu? f 


THE DRAGON 
IS RIGHT. 
ITHAVE A 
CONFESSION 
TO MAKE. 
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FROZEN 


I LIED TO THE HEADMASTER. I AM BUT HE SEEMED SO HARMLESS! AND I ONLY 
RESPONSIBLE FOR FREEING BALSAAD. LIED BECAUSE TT WAS TUST A DREAM, 
AND I DIDN'T WANT BRIAR TO GET 
IN TROUGLE-—- 


JUST 
Aa 
DREAM? 


YOU KNOW THAT DREAMS 
CONTATN TREMENDOUS POWER 
AND DEPTH. .. UNEXPLORED 
REACHES THAT PLUNGE 
DOWN TO YOUR VERY 
CORE... 


YOU ARE 

A DREAM 
MASTER IN 

TRATNING, 
A DISCIPLE 

OF VENU. 


AND THERE--AT THAT SMALLEST AND DEEPEST SINCE YOU DRAW ON THESE ENERGIES 
OF TOUCH POINTS--YOU ARE OPEN TO ALL FOR YOUR OWN GITCHY FEELING, 


THE POWER SOURCES OF THE UNTVERSE. YOU KNOW SUCH MATTERS ARE NOT 
TO BE TAKEN LIGHTLY. 
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I DON’T 
TAKE THEM 
LIGHTLY! 


IF IT CAN SAVE ONE LIFE 
WHILE WATTING FOR THE 
VENT-YAN WARRTORS 
TO ARATVE, THEN IT 

WILL GE WORTH TT. 


GUT WILL 
YOU SAVE 
THE 
RIGHT 


A x 


YOU ARE 
NOT READY. 


YOU HAVE 
A HISTORY OF 
POOR DECISION 
MAKING. 


FROZEN 


ENOUGH. €ITHER AID Me 
OR STAND ASTDE. 
THERE IS NO 
TIME TO SPARE. 


BALSAAD’S 
POWERS’ 
HAVE 
GREATLY 
INCREASED 
UNDER HTS NEW 
\ MASTER. 


HE CAN GE 
DEFEATED... 


ON THE BANKS 
OF THE RIVER 
WHERE T 

FREED HIM. 


PRY 


Ms, 2A 
Y, \' Ld 
' Yd 


>| 


-_ 
m= 
sas 

Y 
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ROSE 


IF A DRAGON TS KILLED, 
WHAT IS IT LEAVES AN IMBALANCE 
THE PRICE? IN THE DREAMING... 


IF I TELL YOU HOW TO DEFEAT 


BALSAAD, YOU MUST PROMISE THAT Je =) YOU WILL KILL THE FIRST 
WHEN THE DEED TIS DONE... LIVING CREATURE YoU 


LAY EYES UPON. 


YOU WANT Me TO THIS IS NOT 
TAKE A LIFE? A GANE, PRINCESS. 
THE BALANCE mUST 
BE MAINTAINED. 
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FROZEN 


IN LIFE, TESTS COME UPON 
ONE UNANNOUNCED AND 
WITHOUT WARNING. 


IS THIS 
QUESTION 
PART OF MY 
TEST? 


TELL ME HOW 
TO DEFEAT 


YOU MUST 
BALSAAD THE A 
RIVER LEAD HIM BACK 


( TO THE RIVER WHERE 
DRAGON. YOU FREED HIM. 


LEAD 
HIM BACK 
TO THE 

RIVER. 


Ts THAT 
ALL YOU 
HAVE TO 
TELL 
me? 


KY] aot 
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CHAPTER THIRTEEN MIDNIGHT 


OAK BOTTOM IS STTLL 

TEN LEAGUES 
TO THE 

NORTH. 


THOMAS... PRINCESS ROSE 
REPORT AND HER DOGS 
A PASSED BY 
( 


Pa” HERE A 
LEAGUE TO 
THE WEST. 


We WATT 
HERE FOR 
MY SCOUTS. 


: 


AND 
Ee US: PRINCESS 


BRIAR? 
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STRANGER STILL, 
HER TRACKS SWEEP 
FARTHER WEST THAN 
ROSE’S BEFORE 
BECOMING LOST 
TO US. 


CAPTAIN? 
TS THERE A 
PROBLEM? 


A WHOLE 
arany oF THEer! 


GATAR IS A GOOD TRACKER-— 
WHAT DOES THAT MEAN? 


IT seems 
BRIAR 
WAS NOT 
LOOKING FOR 
ROSE, NOR 
HAD ANY 
INTENTION 
OF COMING 
HERE. 


LISTEN! I MUST TAKE 
THE VENT-YAN WARRIORS 
TO RESCUE THE PEOPLE OF 

OAK GOTTOM. YOU AND 
TOSEPH WILL HAVE TO 
FIND PRINCESS 
BATAR. 


Coe 
WARNED, 
CAPTAIN, 


THERE ARE 
SIGNS OF 
THE 
HATRY MEN 
IN THE 
AREA-— 


WATCH YOUR 
FLANK! DON’T 
LeT THEM 
SURROUND US! 


BUT HOW? NO 
ONE KNEW 
We Were 
COMING 
THIS 


WE ARE HER 
DESTROY 


MIDNIGHT 


HATRY MEN! WHY DO YOU BLOCK 
OUR PATH? WE MUST CROSS THE STONE 


THERE HAS BEEN PEACE BETWEEN OUR 
PEOPLES FOR FIFTEEN GENERATIONS. 
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youR ancestors \ § THE ANCIENT Tim ZY Vise ane nene 
DROVE OUR PEOPLE BOUNDARIES Fs bad gat TO RECLAIM 


OUT OF THe vattey |(FORCE US TO LIVE : | WHAT IS 
LONG AGO... YOU IN THE GARREN fi AA FS, FAS\ axrentruuy 
WERE NOT AFRAID MOUNTAINS. . . 2 é, 


OF BLOODSHED 
THEN... 


THEY ’RE 
MOVING 
In... 


MISSION OF 
mercy 


YOU 
WILL NEVER 
CROSS THIS 


THEY MEAN TO KILL US 
WHERE WE STAND. We MUST 
TAKE THE GRIDGE 
oY FoRce! 


MIDNIGHT 


I can 
HEAR THE TOWN 
- > BURNING. I Hope 
We’RE CLOSE : WEe’RE NOT TOO 
NOW. THE AIR . 
IS FILLED WITH 


It 
WILL WORK. 
ARE COMING-—- 
THEY ARE 
RUNNING LOUDLY 
AND CARELESSLY—— 


FLECING 
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STAY DOWN-—- 
WHILE I TAKE 


WHO’S SHE TELLIN?’ WATT, TOBY! 
TO BE QUIET? DON’T YOU 

2 RECOGNIZE HER? 

IT’S PRINCESS 


HOLD TT, mrssy—-— 
THERE’S A MAD 
DRAGON UP THERE! 


I DON’T Care 
IF SHE’S QUEEN VEN 
HERSELF -——- SHE’S 
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DON’T TRY 
TO HIDE, 
sors! 


STAY HERE. 
THIS DRAGON 
ms my 
RESPONSIBILITY. )] 


LIE DOWN AND 
STAY QUIET, OR 
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COME OUT, COME OUT! 
YOU KNOW NO ONE ESCAPES! 


THE DRAGON CAN’T LET Me TRY 
Ge KILLED! ANY USING YOUR 
WOUND We GIve FRIEND'S 
HIM HEALS aTTacK 
INSTANTLY! Lif SWORD! 


QUICKLY, 
GIANT! 
LET Me USE 
YOUR SWORD. 


MIDNIGHT 


THE LAND OF PAaWA MAY PAY TRIBUTE TO BLOODY STARS, GIRL! THIS 15 a 
THE KINGDOM OF ATHETA, BUT MY CATH PAWAN ATTACK SWORD! TOO HEAVY &# 
OF LOYALTY IS TO MY OWN CHIEFTAIN, NOT FOR HAND-TO-HAND comBaTt—- 
OL TO THE THIN- 
LES BLOODED RULERS 


- ‘ < 
THAT TREE... YES, YOUR HIGHNESS. LET’S 
YOU TRULY 5 GO, GILL, THE PRINCESS 
ARE THE 
PRINCESS 
Rose! 
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THERE YOU ARE! T 
KNEW YOU’D SCURRY OUT 
SOONER OR LATER! 


MIDNIGHT 


THE TWO 
HUMANS ARE 
NOWHERE 
IN SIGHT. 


HIS GODY IS 
GOING BACK 
TOGETHER! 


Iwi traury VA EUCLID! RUN AND FIND caPTAIN 
DESTROY YOU DOWN! THE SOLDIERS SHOULD BE 
FOR THIS, ON THE MARCH BY NOW! BRING 
PRINCESS. .. 


ARE YOU 
FOCUSED, 
MISTRESS? 


we AKY 
. . KEEP ON THEM! 
, we must cross [7 s- 
S hm THAT BARIDGE! 
THEY'RE S ) 2 
STARTING ee 
de x 3 Gy, 
SCATTER! 


Yy 


MIDNIGHT 


LEAVE THE BRIDGE 
OR Face THE YOU'LL REGRET 


CONSEQUENCES! THIS DAY... 


NOT EVEN LISTEN 
TO OUR 
GRIEVANCES! 


TS THAT HOW YOU 
BRING US YOUR 
GRIEVANCES? 


BY ATTACKING 
us? 


OUR HEARTS ARE 
HARDENED. YOUR 
PAST DEEDS WILL 
RETURN TO YOU 
A HUNDRED 
FOLD! 


ROSE 


THIS IS A DARK I’M AFRAID YOU'RE Y 
DAY, CAPTAIN. RIGHT. 4 
SOMETHING EVIL 

Has BEGUN. 


HE’S HEADING 


FOR 
CAK BOTTOM 
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CHAPTER FOURTEEN THE PROMISE 
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THE PROMISE 


OH, YOU SHOULD 
NOT HAVE DONE 


hh 
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THE PROMISE 


THE CROWN MAY PASS ME OVER, 
GUT ONCE I JOIN MY DREAMING €ve 
WITH GALSAAD’S, YOU WILL FIND 
mMée TO GE A FATR MASTER. 


ix “i Dinan) 
ale Se 
cy E 


THE DRAGONS’ HOLD ON POWER TS 
SLIPPING. THE RAT CREATURES ARE HUNGRY 
AND DESPERATE, AND THE MEN OF PAWA GROW 

TEALOUS OF OUR KINGDOM’S PROSPERTTY. 


COULD MANTPULATE 
THESE POWERS TO 


A \1} 
yy 
WOTe 


Ng 


Dy 
RS 


4) AS 


MORE STRENGTH » ) 
TO FREE Me. <= n Z I Neep 


THE 
EMANCIPATOR. 
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THE PROMISE 


In NOT THE f THE SMELL OF i. | TOLIN YOUR DREAMING EYE WITH 
emancrator! MY SALVATION rR S— BALSAAD’S, AND ANYTHING YOU DESTRE 
Is IN YOUR y _ WILL BE YOURS... ANYTHING! 


if = 7] 
Viscs vee 
fs ie 


WHY DO YOU SEDUCE 
NY WEAKER SISTER 
WHEN YOU HAVE 


OR IS YOUR THIRST FOR 
THE DREAMS OF OTHERS 


UNQUENCHABLE? 


LF 
ya 
GRITAR! 


< 


TLL KILL YOU! 
T’LL KILL YOU 
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THE PROMISE 


< GATAR, 
i mY BELOVED. 


—> 
Cia l 


Tak 


HAVEN'T IT ALWAYS 
<EN CARE OF YOU.. 
Ga 


BUT YOU 
SATD YOU 
WOULD 
GIVE HER 
TO me. 


WHY NOW 
DO YOU 
BRING HER 
INTO THE 

RITVAL? 


- 123 - 


IAM ONLY THINKING OF 
YOU, BRIAR. IN ORDER TO 
FREE ME, YOU WILL NEED A 

PARTNER IN THE 
RITVAL-—— 


GUT 
NOT HER! 
SHE HAS 
y €CVERYTHING! 
THIS IS 


I WOULD RATHER 
KILL THE RIVER 
DRAGON AND 
MYSELF, 
BEFORE T 
LET YOU--+ 
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NEEDED FOR THE 
RITUAL, OR BALANCE IN 
THE DREAMING WILL NOT 
SHIFT FAR ENOUGH 
TO FREE Me. 


THE PROMISE 


FOR YEARS 
TI HAVE BEGGED THE 
LOCUST TO LET ME TAKE 
CONTROL OF YOUR DREAMS, 
LEAVING YOU TO 
WITHER AND DITE-- 


r 
Have WON, 
AND HE HAS 
LEFT YOU 
TO ME... 


BRIAR! 
Don’ T--! 


I’M SHOWING YOU HOW 
YOUR MASTER CONTROLS 
YyouR DREAMS-— 


ARE YOU 
SURPRISED 
at ny 
POWER, 
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, 


WELL, BRIAR, IT GUESS T CAN 
CONTROL MY DREAMS ALITTLE GIT. 
‘ 
Ny) 


T’LL KILL YOU, 
ROSE HARVESTAR! 
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THE PROMISE 


yrpe! 
THE CURRENT IS 
TOO STRONG! 


THe 
RAIveR! 


HOLD ON 
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IT OLTONn’T 
WORK... 
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THE PROMISE 
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THE PROMISE 


THE 
GREAT RED 
DRAGON WAS 

RIGHT. 


I SHOULD KILL YOU GasP! BRIAR! WHAT 
RIGHT HERE--* HAPPENED TO YOU? 


THE PROMISE 


HE TURNED ME INTO AN OLD CRONE 
TO PUNISH ME FOR MY FATLURE. TO THE GREAT 


RED DRAGON 


I OTON’T KNOW 
WHAT I WAS DOTNG-— 
THE LOCUST 

CONTROLLED 


KILL THE DOG INSTEAD. 
YOU SAW IT AT ALMOST 
THE SAME TIME-- THE 
DRAGON WON’T CARE 
IF YOU SUBSTITUTE 
AS LONG As 
BALANCE TS 
MATNTATNED. 


WHAT CAN 
Ivo? IT Gave 


rn 

YOUR OWN 

FLESH AND 
BLOOD. 


I CEG 
YOU TO 
DO THE 
RIGHT 
THING. 
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ROSE 


SPREAD OUT 
ALONG THE 
RIVER! 


Y THANK GoopNess 
YOU'RE OKAY! 


BALSAAD 
IS DEAD. WASHED 
DOWN THE RATVER 
IN A WUNORED 


«izae 


THE PROMISE 


Be GENTLE. SHE'S I’m AFRAID We ¥ 
SUFFERED A LOT. ALL HAVE MUCH WHERE'S 
SUFFERING cLeo? 
TO DO. 


BECAUSE SHE HAD TO 
GIVE HER LIFE TO SPARE 
BRIAR’S LIFE. 
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YOU KILLED THE 
DRAGON! 


re Y — — 
WE BROUGHT THE WHOLE BLOODY VILLAGE BUT YOU. \/ NU) evervrone 
OF OAK BOTTOM IN CASE YOU NEEDED HELP! DON’T NEED / ALIVE owes 
7 | 
“— HELP, You'Re /| }\ YOU A DEBT OF 
L / 4 \ GRATITUDE. 
y Ly . a |» ie 4 : .@ 
(a ae (tf 


TN b 
samen 


PRINCESS ROSE HARVESTAR, YOU HAVE 
SAVED THE PEOPLE OF THE VALLEY, 
AND MORE IMPORTANTLY, YOU HAVE 

SAVED THE DREAMING ITSELF. 
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THE PROMISE 


T WILL RECOMMEND TO THE HeaDMasTeR THAT |/5| 
WE BEGIN THE FINAL passaAGE RITES IN 
WHICH YOU WILL GE DECLARED 
THE CROWN PRINCESS. 


THREE CHEERS FOR THE NEW 
CROWN PRINCESS! 
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ROSE 
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THE END 


Asout JEFF SMITH 
JEFF SMITH was born and raised in the American Midwest 
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animation studio in 1986, Smith launched the comic book 
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circuit promoting comics and the art of graphic novels. Visit 


him at www.boneville.com. 


Asout CHARLES VESS 
CHARLES VESS has published award-winning works with Marvel, 


DC, and Cartoon Books, and one of his two Eisner awards was 
for his paintings in Rose. Vess collaborated with Neil Gaiman 
on their book Stardust (now a movie on DVD), for which he 
won the World Fantasy Award for Best Artist in 1999. He 
also illustrated Seven Wild Sisters, written by Charles de Lint, 
and The Green Man: Tales from the Mythic Forest, both of 
which were American Library Association Best Books. The 
design and co-sculpting of a bronze fountain based on A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream has kept him busy for the last two 
years. Vess lives on a small farm in Virginia, and you can visit 


him at www.greenmanpress.com. 
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